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CONPIDENTIAL ROME 18841 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MMOL, IT 

SUBJECT: U.S. NAVY SHIP REPAIRS AT PALERMO 
REF: PALERMO 0776 

1. EMBASSY STRONGLY ENDORSES HIGHLY USEPUL AND RELEVANT 
SUGGESTION AMCONSUL PALERMO THAT WE BE PREPARED TO CITE 
IN APPROPRIATE CONTEXTS (INCLUDING DURING AMBASSADOR'S 
PLANNED VISIT TO SICILY) LEVEL OP PRESENT AND PLANNED 
USAGE PALERMO SHIP REPAIR PACILITIES BY U.S. SIXTH PLEET. 

2. WE HOPE THAT YOUR COMMAND CAN PROVIDE THE EMBASSY AS 
SOON AS POSSIBLE WITH THIS INPORMATION AS IT APPLIES TO 
PALERMO AND TO OTHER ITALIAN REPAIR FACILITIES AS WELL. 

AS INDICATED DURING OUR OCTOBER 17-18 COMMAND CONPERENCE 
EMBASSY IS INTERESTED IN HAVING AS PRECISE INPORMATION AS 
IS AVAILABLE ON THE WIDE RANGE OP DIRECT AND INDIRECT 
EXPENDITURES BY U.S. FORCES IN ITALY. SUCH INFORMATION 
IS INVALUABLE IN POINTING OUT TO THE ITALIAN 
GOVERNMENT, PRESS AND PEOPLE THE SUBSTANTIAL 
CONTRIBUTION THE AMERICAN MILITARY PRESENCE MAKES TO 
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THE ECONOMY OP ITALY GENERALLY, AND TO THE PROSPERITY 
OP INDIVIDUAL COMMUNITIES. GARDNER 
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